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*As an exercise, could you share how you are doing relationally with 2 of your closest adult 

friends on a scale from 1 (not so good) to 10 (very good).  Make sure to explain why you gave 

that rating. 

 

 

*From the creation account, to the account of the fall, to the work of Jesus on the cross the Bible 

portrays with clarity that God is a relational God and in knowing Him personally He receives 

glory.  In other words, God longs for and in Jesus has provided for us to have a personal 

relationship with Him through faith.  How would you describe how your relationship is with God 

right now? 

 

 

*The Bible is really helpful in assisting us in knowing how we are doing with God.  One can't 

have a relationship with God at all except by faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, Savior from 

our sins.  But also, God provides Biblical metaphors as descriptions of what a right relationship 

with God is like.  One such metaphor is that of sheep and shepherds.  [i.e. God shepherding his 

flock as Israel wandered in the wilderness; David anointed as king to be the true shepherd of 

Israel; Jeremiah's prophetic challenge for righteous shepherds; Ezekiels's prophetic all for 

faithful shepherds; Zechariah and Isaiah's prophecy of the suffering shepherd; all of the gospel's 

reference of the Good Shepherd; the New Testament's encouragement for elder/pastor shepherds 

to shepherd like the Good shepherd; Revelation's description of Jesus as the future 

shepherd]  Take some time to describe in detail what kind of relationship sheep have to their 

shepherd. 

 

 

*Maybe the most popular passages using this imagery is Ps. 23 & John 10.  From these two 

passages underline/list the specific ways God shepherd's us? 

 

John 10: 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 

He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He 

flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2     He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 



3     He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 

    for his name's sake. 
 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

    I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 
 

*From what you underlined/listed, what ways that God promises to shepherd are most 

meaningful to you?  How have you see God do this? 

 

 

*From what you underlined/listed, what ways that God promises to shepherd are most unwanted 

from you?  Why is that?   

 

 

*What are the ways that God shepherd's you that go mostly unnoticed by you?  How could 

recognizing those more help you see God's activity in your life? 

 

 

*Commit to sharing with someone this week how your relationship with God is like that of a 

sheep & shepherd. 
 


