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*To begin with, discuss these questions that relate to the sermon generally: 

   Read the passage that the sermon was based on. 

    If you listened to the sermon, can you summarize the BigIdea?    

    As you reflect on Sunday's message, what one principle or insight stands out as being 

particularly helpful, encouraging, insightful, or challenging?  

    Was there any one thing that you made you think? What was it and why?  

    When and where do you struggle the most with the issue(s) this sermon raised? 

 

The following questions focus in on the aspect of God's patience now articulated in the sermon. 

 

"Lord, give me patience...and give it to me now!  Amen" 

 

*One of the fruits of the spirit is patience.  Would you consider yourself a patient person?  Can 

you think of someone who you think is very patient?  Describe how you have seen them be 

patient. 

 

*Whenever we talk about God's justice or judgment, people who are afflicted or suffering now 

struggle.  It is hard to see God's judgment right when many 'innocent' people are 

suffering.  Specifically, when Christians are suffering it is doubly hard to think that God's 

judgment is right.  Can you think of a time or a thing that has caused you to wrestle with God's 

judgment being right? 

 

*Much of what we struggle with God's judgment now is that it is delayed!  He isn't making 

things right now.  This is considered God's patience.  Read Romans 2:1-4 and answer: why is 

God's delayed judgment actually is good patience. 

 

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on 

another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know 

that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O 

man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will 

escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance 

and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 

 

 

 

 



*Joseph is a character in the Bible that I think captures the essence of Romans 2:4-5.  Read 

Genesis 37:18-28 and answer how Joseph could have been feeling after being treated like he had 

by his brothers: 

 

18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill 

him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and 

throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we 

will see what will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of 

their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 

throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might 

rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 

brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 24 And they took 

him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

 

25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 

26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his 

blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is 

our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28 Then Midianite traders passed 

by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for 

twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. 

 

*What makes Joseph's story such an illustration of God's good patience is how it ends.  Joseph 

after being sold rose, by God's grace, to power in Egypt.  God used Joseph to save hundreds of 

thousands of people when a severe famine came.  Even more, God used Joseph's trials at his 

brother's hands for good.  By God delaying his just, right judgment Joseph's brothers were able 

to experience His grace.  This is captured in Genesis 45:1-8 

 

Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make 

everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 

heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry 

with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 

famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 

earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. 

He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 

Egypt. 

 

*In what way can your struggle with God's delayed judgment be his good patience in seeing that 

more and more people might come to know him, see him?   

 

 


