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*To begin with, discuss these questions that relate to the sermon generally: 

   Read the passage that the sermon was based on. 

    If you listened to the sermon, can you summarize the BigIdea?    

    As you reflect on Sunday's message, what one principle or insight stands out as being 

particularly helpful, encouraging, insightful, or challenging?  

    Did anything in the sermon make you think of someone who doesn't know Jesus? Share about 

that person and why. 

    When and where do you struggle the most with the issue(s) this sermon raised? 

 

The following questions focus in on the aspect of DECEPTION articulated in the sermon. 

*A newer cultural phenomenon is the concept of fake news.  Have you heard of this and what 

does it refer to? 

 

 

*What effect has this had on our culture?  What effect has this had on you?  For example, do you 

find it easy or hard to determine if something said on the news is true, 1/2 true, agenda driven.Or 

just plain false?   

 

 

*When it comes to the Biblical narrative, what role has Satan played since the Garden of Eden 

(Gen. 3) to the current age (2 Cor. 11:12-15) and even in the end days (2 Thess. 2:9-10)? 

 

 

Gen. 3:1-7 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 

neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 

surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

 

 2 Cor. 11:12-14   And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of 

those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we 

do. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of 



Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no 

surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will 

correspond to their deeds.   

 

 

2 Thess. 2:9-10 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false 

signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they 

refused to love the truth and so be saved.   

 

 

*Devastating deception is when one seeks to mislead by a false statement.  How aware are you 

that Satan is persistently at work trying to mislead you with false statement, thoughts?  What 

kinds of thoughts can you attribute to Satan trying to deceive you?   

 

 

*Paul tells the Thessalonian Christians to stand firm in their commitment to Jesus Christ and to 

hold tight to the things they were taught about God in 2 Thess. 2:15.  What does this look like for 

you?  How do you maintain these things to avoid being deceived?  Or, how can you better avoid 

being deceived?   

 

 

*Are there others that you know that you would say are deceived in their thinking?  Pray for an 

opportunity to speak the truth in love to them in hopes that they will rejoice in the truth. 

 


